
This year during Advent, I’m going to break away from the lectionary
readings and tell you guys a story. Before you write to the archbishop and
complain, this is being done at his request, not exactly in the words that I just used,
but the underlying meaning is the same. Most people like a good story, right? Our
definition of what makes up a “good story” might vary, but  most people like good
stories.  Billions of dollars are spent around the world every year by people
wanting to hear or watch or read good stories through books and movies. If it's a
really good story, we watch them over and over again. If it’s an incredibly,
mind-blowingly great story, you might even want to put yourself in that story. Kids
do this all the time, or at least they used to. I used to run around all the time with
my arms raised up in the air pretending to be Superman…I haven’t really changed
very much.  I still enjoy comics but if I were to name a particular story that has had
the most influence on me as an adult, especially since I became a Catholic and a
priest, it would be the Lord of the Rings. JRR Tolkien was a Catholic and when he
created the world of Middle Earth and its residents, he based it on our world and he
incorporated his faith into it. Sorry, but that’s not the story I’m going to be telling,
although a few hobbits and their friends might drop in to help me out. The story
I’m going to be telling is the greatest of all stories: God’s story…and as incredible
as this might seem, God's story can be summed up in just four words: created,
captured, rescued, and response.

Every good story needs a setting and a backstory. One reason why Tolkien is
still being read eighty-five years after the Hobbit was first published is because of
the attention he put into the setting and background of the main narrative. For
God’s story, we find both setting and backstory in the first three chapters of
Genesis: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was
without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit
of God was moving over the face of the waters.  And God said, “Let there be
light…”

Before we continue, there is something we have to understand about
Genesis. We should read it as a piece of inspired poetry. The text itself gives us
clues that it shouldn’t be taken literally.  For example, there are two creation
accounts and the order of creation is different in each one.  What’s important in
these accounts is the message–the theological truth–that underlies each account.

The first creation story tells us that God created everything that is visible and
invisible and he created it with a plan in mind. In the past year or so we have been



blessed with incredible pictures of the cosmos thanks to the Webb telescope.  God
created all of that.  The BBC and natural Geographic channels have produced
wonderful television programs showing the incredible diversity and beauty of
nature; better yet, go outside and experience it for yourselves.  God created all of
that. We aren’t here because of some crazy cosmic accident as some people claim.
We are here because God wants us here. God created an ordered universe from the
greatest stars all the way down to the tiniest baby. Then, on the sixth day, after he
had created man and woman in his image and his work was complete, God looked
at all he had created and saw that it was very good. That is the first creation story
and it is capped off with the blessing and hallowing of the Sabbath, the seventh day
on which God rested and enjoyed looking over all that he had created. God didn’t
establish the sabbath because he was tired, he did it as an example for us to follow.

As I said earlier, the second creation account is different from the first and
there is one detail in there that should blow your minds. After Mass, do an internet
search for “Webb telescope images'' or watch a clip from one of those BBC
documentaries and think about how God made all of that. And then think about
this: After telling us that God created an ordered universe and everything in it and
saw that it was very good, the Bible tells us that nothing was growing on the earth
because God hadn’t caused it to rain AND THERE WAS NO MAN TO TILL THE
SOIL. Think about that.  God can create everything in the heavens and earth…but
he can’t make plants grow? Of course God can make plants grow. What’s the
message of the second creation story? God is inviting us to participate in his work.
He created the vastness of space and time, the magnificent mountains and
waterfalls here on earth, he gave the multitude of the creatures on the Serengeti the
instincts they need for their great migrations…but he wants each of us–who aren’t
even among the most spectacular of his creatures–to be his coworkers. We are
living in God’s story, but each one of us has a role to play. And creation isn’t
complete unless each one of us plays the role God has designed for us to play.
Every person matters.

We are not here by accident.  We aren’t just a random collection of atoms
and electric impulses and chemical hormones—sometimes we act as if we are—but
we aren’t. God created us from the material world and breathed his spirit into us.
Why did he do this? St John tells us the answer: God is love. Love has to be
shared.  The act of creation is an act of love and God created everything in the
universe to be loved and to love. The second creation story tells us about that too.



It tells us about our relationship with God and with each other, especially the
relationship between man and woman–but that’s more than we can go into now.

All of what I just said comes out of the first two chapters of Genesis, the first
two chapters of God’s story, the story of how God created all things and saw
everything was very good and how he has invited each one of us to play a part in
His story. The problem: Is that our experience of living in this greatest of all
stories? Why not? Why is our experience of God’s good creation so messed up?

We have been captured. Come back next week for part two.


